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Memorial of Citizens of Astoria Protesting Against a 

Proposed Removal of Distributing Post Office and 

Port of Entry from Astoria to Pacific 

City, 1850. 

To the Hon. The Senate & House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress Assembled: 

The Memorial of the Undersigned Citizens of Astoria, in 
the Territory of Oregon, respectfully showeth: 

That your Memorialists have been informed that a petition 
has been presented, or forwarded for presentation, to your 
Honorable body, for the removal of the Distributing Post 
office and Port of Entry, from Astoria to a place called Pacific 
City, nominally located on Baker's Bay, under Cape Disap- 
pointment on the North side of the Columbia River, and about 
thirteen miles below Astoria. 

Your Memorialists show that the relation of Cape Disap- 
pointment to Astoria is precisely similar to that of Sandy Hook 
to the city of New York ; that Baker's Bay is a place of 
anchorage, formerly used by vessels before the discovery of 
what is called the South Channel, while wind bound in passing 
Cape Disappointment ; that vessels passing through the South 
Channel, whether in or out, owing to the prevalent winds of the 
country, suffer no other detention than that attending the 
mouth of any other river, from actual storms ; that, on the 
other hand, vessels passing through the North Channel, under 
Cape Disappointment, are exposed to detention on entering, as 
well as in going out ; that they have often been delayed for 
weeks in Baker's Bay when they might have passed on by the 
South Channel at once ; that the anchorage within the bar is 
inferior in Baker's Bay to that under Tansy Point on the south 
side, and vessels lying there are more exposed to the prevalent 
winter storms. 

Your Memorialists further show that since the survey of the 
mouth of the Columbia by Commander Wilkes, the bar has un- 
dergone considerable change; that the old channel has con- 
tracted, while the South or Clatsop Channel, has straightened 
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and deepened ; that since the end of February, when the ship 
Louisiana was first taken out by Captain Charles White, our 
Pilot, among nearly a hundred vessels which have crossed the 
bar in entering or going out, not more than ten have passed 
through the old channel or near to Pacific City ; that only one 
vessel ever voluntarily stopped at that port, and that even she 
came in at the South Channel. 

Your Memorialists further show that to all vessels ascending 
or descending the river a saving of some miles in actual distance 
is effected by the present route, as well as of time and peril; 
that vessels of any size which navigate our waters can enter 
by the south channel to Astoria; that the U. S. Steam Ship 
Massachusetts, the Sloop of War Falmouth, the Pacific Mail 
Steamers Carolina & California, have all passed it without 
detention or danger. 

And Your Memorialists further show that the petition for a 
change of the Port of Entry does not come from the people 
of Oregon or express their sentiment, nor does it further the 
interests of commerce ; that it is solely the offspring of specu- 
lators who are seeking to bolster up a fictitious town by the 
transfer of Government patronage from its natural seat. 

Your Memorialists finally show that a survey has recently 
been concluded of this port and harbor by the officers of the 
United States surveying schooner Ewing under Capt. Wm. P. 
McArthur, and also a reconnaissance by the joint Commission 
of Army & Navy officers attached to the United States Steamer 
Massachusetts, and they respectfully suggest that before any 
change is contemplated, those officers may be examined as to 
its propriety. 

And Your Memorialists will ever pray, etc. Dated at 
Astoria this 6th day of September, 1850. 
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Summers & Smith, C. W. Shane, 



A. P. Edwards, 
William Jolly, 
John Adair, 
•P. C. Davis, 



David Ingalls, 
D. T. Mansell, 
J. W. Champ, 
Wm. W. Frost, 



Thomas Tristram, John A. Anderson, 
John Graw, Jacob G. Coe, 

Robert Dyson, Taylor, 

Alfred Bourgeois, Moses Rogers, 
Samuel T. McKean,Wm. P. Breed, 
A. B. McKean, R. Shortess, 

D. W. Coffinberry, James Niblin, 
Joseph Lincoln, James Robinson, 



J. Edmunds, 
S. M. Hensill, 
F. Sweveay, 
Luke Taylor, 
Geo. Gibbs, 
Geo. H. Hewett, 
Thomas Goodwin, 



J.S.Rinearson & Co. 
R. H. Baird, 
John Sweetman, 
S. C. Smith, 
Thomas Norris, 
J. W. Moffitt, 
Thomas Mitchell, 



Thomas V. Smith, Alne M.D.Mackay, 



Tohn McClure, 
Orin Pottle, 
C. Boelling, 
A. VanDusen, 

E. C. Crow, 

Ira H. McKean, 
J. Frost & Co. 
Henry Marlin, 
Andrew Conners, 
James Welch, 
John E. Greene, 
W. S. Keene, 
O. J. Humphrey, 
S. H. Smith, 
R. Hunts, 
Edw. McCarty, 

F. W. Pettygrove, 
David E. Pease, 
Chas. H. Munn, 
Henry Driver, 
H. S. Aiken. 



•The only one in the above list now alive — a resident of California. 



